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ASF News is here

We have finally been issued 
with a license that meets the 
latest requirements of the Minis-
try of Media to launch Asf News 
as an electronic newspaper. 
Journalism is a great responsibil-
ity that requires honesty and 
truthfulness. May Allah the 
Almighty grant us success in our 
mission! We hope we will meet 
the expectations of our Leader-
ship and society and win their 
trust.

As we take the first steps in As we take the first steps in 
e-journalism, we bear in our 
mind the role of free media that 
supports the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia’s domestic and foreign 
policy and addresses the media 
attacks against the Kingdom 
and its regional and international 
role. We will build trust with the 
readership and respect their 
right to know the truth and even 
engage them in designing our 
policy for writing the news so 
that we can express their opin-
ions more accurately.

We will never forget the great We will never forget the great We will never forget the great 
legacy of professional journal-
ism left by Umm Al-Qura News-
paper which was founded in 
1343 H during the time of the 
Founder of the Kingdom, King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud. Today, the 

being supported immensely by 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz and 
the Crown Prince.

We promise our valued readers We promise our valued readers 
that we will deliver to them accu-
rate information from trustworthy 
sources and will exert great 
efforts to cover the develop-
ment, economic and cultural 
movement as well as the chang-

as a result of Vision 2030 and 
the unprecedented accomplish-
ments made inside and outside 
the Kingdom.

We seize this opportunity to 
invite everyone who wishes to 
We seize this opportunity to 
invite everyone who wishes to 
express his or her opinions to 
contact us because our doors 
and hearts are open to all crea-
tive thought leaders and opinion 
writers who would like to contrib-

newspaper targeting special 
readers.

*Editor-in-Chief

Badea Abu Al-Najja

AlUla Vision preserves 
natural and cultural heritage in the governorate

Asf News - By Omnih Al-Hariri

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz and Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman have attached 
great significance to preserving the historical and heritage sites 
across the Kingdom and stressing the importance of these sites 
in Vision 2030.

AlUla Governorate is one of the key heritage and archeological AlUla Governorate is one of the key heritage and archeological 
sites in the country, with its AlUla Valley, which is known for copi-
ous agricultural products.

The Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU) was established in 2017 
under the chairmanship of Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman, who launched AlUla Vision in 2019 focusing on the pres-
ervation and restoration of natural and cultural heritage in the 
governorate in collaboration with local and international archeol-
ogy experts.

As part of AlUla Vision, the Royal Commission for AlUla pre-
pared the four main sites: Alhijr, Jabal Ikmah, Dadan and Old 
Town for visitors from around the world. The Royal Commission 
continues to develop the governorate’s heritage sites while 
focusing on preservation of the said sites.

AlUla Governorate is home to over 200 million date palm trees 
that produce 90,000 tons of dates every year and home to 
around 200,000 citrus trees and over 100,000 peregrina trees. 
There is the Sharaan Nature Reserve which was launched by 
the Crown Prince. A number of animals including Nubian ibexes, 
red-neck ostriches and idmi gazelles were introduced to the 
reserve. The RCU announced the launch of the largest fund for 
endangered Arabian leopards worldwide, which can be found in 
the AlUla mountains.

AlUla has become a global center of attraction visited by more 
than 20 Nobel laureates and over 100 prominent scientists and 
thought as well community and political leaders from all over the 
world. It hosts Winter at Tantora Festival annually, which sheds 
light on arts, culture, history and heritage in the governorate.

Balloon Festival Alula at night
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 Prince Khalid Al-Faisal, the Advisor to 
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
and Emir of the Makkah Region, 
announced that Adel Al-Jubeir, Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs and Member 
of the Cabinet, has won the Moderation 
Prize 2020.

 In his speech, Prince Khalid Al-Faisal  In his speech, Prince Khalid Al-Faisal 
said, “I would like to extend my deepest 
thanks to the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz and 
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman 
for their recognition of thought and 
culture.”

 Prince Khalid Al-Faisal added, “It gives  Prince Khalid Al-Faisal added, “It gives 
me great pleasure to announce that the 
winner of the Moderation Prize 2020 is 
Adel Al-Jubeir in recognition of his 
outstanding efforts in representing the 
Kingdom in international events and 
forums and for adopting the Saudi princi-
ple of moderation in the foreign policy 
under the directives of the Leadership. 
His efforts have enhanced the positive 
image of the Kingdom’s Leadership and 
people, an image which is based on toler-
ance, moderate intellectual and political 
thought across all international events 
and forums.”

 The Emir of Makkah Region noted, “The  The Emir of Makkah Region noted, “The 
efforts exerted by the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs reflected one of the 
Prize’s most important objectives which 
is portraying the true civilized image of 
the Kingdom to the world.”

 Over 141 organizations and personali- Over 141 organizations and personali-
ties were nominated for the Prize in the 
fields of human and society, politics and 
diplomacy, thought and knowledge, and 
science and technology. Al-Jubeir was 
selected because of his immense efforts 
to promote moderation.

Asf News - By Uhood Al-Hashimy

Of the 113 cases, 54 were filed by prisoners, 17 were of an administrative nature, 11 
were related to civil status, seven were of personal status nature, six were violence 
against children, three were legal, two were labor-related, two were domestic violence 
and the other 11 were of various nature, he explained.

“In 2020, we received 66 cases of which 38 were related to prisoners, eight were about “In 2020, we received 66 cases of which 38 were related to prisoners, eight were about 
civil status, six were of administrative nature, four were labor-related, two were about 
personal status, one domestic violence case and one violence against children and six 
were of various nature.” Al-Zayedi added.

There is a difference between the NSHR, which was founded in 2004 with a headquar-There is a difference between the NSHR, which was founded in 2004 with a headquar-
ters in Riyadh and seven branches Kingdom-wide, and the National Commission of 
Human Rights (NCHR), he said. While both complement one another, the NCHR is a 
government organ that endorses and discusses international human rights treaties and 
conventions to which the Kingdom becomes a signatory, he indicated. The NSHR, on the 
other hand, deals with local human rights issues and addresses such cases based on 
the local laws.

In response to a question about how the NSHR Makkah branch deals with domestic 
violence reports, Al-Zayedi stressed that all the branches have family counselors and 
experts who know how to deal with such cases, which can be reported on the NSHR web-
site, by writing to the NSHR or filing a case at the branch. The experts, he said, try to find 
a solution and communicate with pertinent government authorities such as the Ministry 
of Social Development, which has experts too, who address these cases.

The General Supervisor pointed out that the NSHR main role is a monitory one because The General Supervisor pointed out that the NSHR main role is a monitory one because 
the NSHR ensures that laws protecting human rights are applied to everyone including 
Saudis and non-Saudi residents.

“I should note that human rights issues and laws are new to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia “I should note that human rights issues and laws are new to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
in terms of regulation. That is why some members of society might not be aware of their 
rights granted by the laws. Our role here is to educate people about these rights through 
conferences, symposiums and pamphlets. I personally believe that the culture of human 
rights was there all the time but it was weak, but with education and awareness, it will 
become more present in our society and people will become more aware of their rights 
and duties,” he noted.

Al-Zayedi explained that any case of human rights filed at the NSHR will be subject to Al-Zayedi explained that any case of human rights filed at the NSHR will be subject to 
scrutinization to ensure it is valid legally and that violations of human rights have been 
committed, stressing that all government agencies cooperate with the NSHR to find solu-
tions. Besides, the NSHR experts run inspection visits to government agencies at their 
offices and facilities including prisons. The Society receives many cases from prisoners, 
especially those who completed their term but were no released. However, after investi-
gation, it turned out that the prisoners were not released because they were involved in 
other cases. Generally speaking, the prison authorities are cooperative. If someone 
cannot reach to a government authority and bring its attention to his or her case, the 
NSHR will help them do that and even support them.

Asf News - By Uhood Al-Hashimy
In an interview with Asf News, Soliman Al-Zayedi,the General 
Supervisor of the National Society for Human Rights (NSHR) 
Makkah Region Branch said the Society dealt with 113 human 
rights cases in 2019 while the number of cases recorded for 
2020 was 66.

Al-Zayedi: NSHR Makkah branch               
addressed 113 human rights cases in 
2019 and 66 cases in 2020
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